


What makes you a grown up?
What is a typical teenager?
What is it like to be a child?

Intergen East is an arts project that 
explores how people of different ages 
engage in and enjoy art. 

Children from Edinburgh school, young 
people from Kelmscott School, and adults 
from Waltham Forest investigated how 
attitudes and ideas evolve over time, and 
according to your age.

The groups used drama, discussion and visual 
arts to explore themes including: 
technology, money, worries, fashion, and 
what makes you a grown up. 

The emphasis was on encouraging the groups 
to work together exploring and celebrating 
difference. 

The result is this comic.
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The young people wrote about 

a kidnapping.

When I was 7 my sister 

and I used to get on the 

last steam train down to 

Sheffield. We were met at 
the other end. 

There was more 
freedom. 

What we worry 
about has 
changed over 
time...

I remember my 
mother being 
worried about 

population 
explosion, and 
nuclear bombs.



People didn't 
worry about 
smoking...

I can remember 
going to your GP 

and a fag would be 
there on the desk, 

smoking away...

My father 
smoked a pipe....

I think my 
parents smoked 
heavily during 

the war.

My dad used 
to smoke over 100 

a day.

And he used to 
smoke an old brand 

called....
They used to get 
them in special.



What we think is 
dangerous has 
changed as well.

I fell 
off....

and a man from 
2 or 3 streets 
away gave me a 
slap for being 

naughty. 

My dad 
gave me a 
hiding too!

What we think 
is dangerous 
has changed 
as well.

We used to 
chase the Coca 

Cola van and 
grab onto the 

bumper

One day it got 
too fast to 
jump off.



small!

Loud!

Adorable!

helpless...

sensitive!

Hungry!

soft...

lazy!

sleepy!

cute...

cuddly...

noisy!

annoying!



I had a pink dress, 
I think Helen had a 

blue one...

Then hers 
was passed 
down to me.

I had years of 
this design...

I can still 
remember the 
exact pattern...

Our sleeves were 
down to here. You 

just "grew into them". 
I remember wearing 
massive things...

“Growing 
room!”

Clothes are 
more 

expendable 
now...

"Hand-me-downs"



Now it’s down the 
market - £3 

shirts.  

In my day, a pair 
of school 

trousers was a 
Christmas present.

Remember 
plimsolls from 

the '50's?

They were 
solely used 
for sport.

They 
were 

horrible, 
and they 
smelt!

Trainers seem 
to be a big 

focus.



Your words here...

Dress is in 
some ways more 

fluid now.

Clothes are 
cheaper and 

logos have got 
bigger.

It’s cheaper, 
with less specific 

designs

School uniform has 
changed too; girls 
wearing trousers, 
boys not wearing 

shorts

I think 
older 

people’s 
clothes are 

not colourful.

And they wear 
brown shoes... ...I’d save up to buy 

clothes….and 
records.



spoilt!
stubborn!

moody...

happy!

smart!

fickle!

annoying!

loud!

embarassed...

focussed!

Mature...



When I was 12 
I got a job in a 

shop.

He used to 
sell coal as 

well.

 I had to 
carry coal!

At 12! 

I got 
£1.25 a 

week.

I used to buy 
me own clothes 
and everything.



I did a 
paper round

The 
papers were 

heavy.

My dad 
used to 

make us work 
on a Sunday.

sixpence on 
Saturday morning to 

go to Saturday 
morning pictures...

Threepence to get 
in....

...threepence 
spending money.



Now there are 
university fees to 

pay.

Expectations 
are high now.

We were 
expected to do 

chores.



Dusty...

slow!

weird!
tired...

ill...

rich...

shouty!

skinny...

Cranky!

crinkly!

vulnerable...



I’ve got 
an iPad!

Older people 
have old phones. 

Bricks not 
smartphones.



The quick 
advances of 
technology.

How do you use it?

 It makes me 
anxious.

It’s a throwaway 
culture with need 

versus want.

Technology is 
for learning.



When you are 
elderly, you 

think "I want to 
stay in" more if 

it’s cold. 

 If it’s icy 
you feel at 

risk.
...Dressing for 
the weather...

You rely on the 
kindness of 
strangers.

You have to 
plan ahead 

and in advance.

People’s 
mobility can 

decrease when 
they’re older.



But you have 
long, long, long 

friendships!

And you pick up 
where you left 

off with friends.

One of my friends 
who is 75 says she’s 

going to splash out on 
a really expensive 

holiday!



What Makes you a Grown UP?

Wrinkles 
all over 

their face.

Old 
fashioned 

jumper

Hairy feet!Bent back

Hair turned 
white

A 
mortgage

Being 
Married

Having a 
garden

Having 
Children

High Heels


